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WHALES-ON-WHEELS

Whales-on-Wheels (W.O.W.) is a
participatory Outreach Program of the
Natural History Museum at College of the
Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine. This pro
gram combines a natural history presenta
tion on whales with a hands-on assembly of
a Minke whale skeleton.

COA's association with marine mam
mals began in 1972 with the founding of
Allied Whale, a non-profit research
organization which coordinates the Gulf of
Maine Whale Sighting Network, sponsors
the Mount Desert Rock Whale Watch, and
cooperates in studies to monitor the
migratory patterns of Humpback whales.
Another important function of this group
has been to autopsy marine mammals which
are found stranded along the coast. The
autopsies provide valuable experience for
students who are able to gain first-hand
knowledge of whale anatomy.

On a trip to perform an autopsy of a
baby Humpback whale, the idea of prepar
ing a complete whale collection for a
museum at GOA was formulated. Subse
quently, the idea evolved for a parallel
travelling program which could go to area

schools. Under the guidance of COA pro
fessor Sentiel Rommel, this idea became a
reality. A 22-ft. Minke whale which drown
ed off South Harpswell, Maine in the spring
of 1980 was prepared for exhibit and an
educational program was developed.

This Minke whale skeleton first went
"on wheels" in the spring of 1981 as a pilot
program in the State of Maine. Since then,
over 15,000 students ranging in age from 4
to 84 have participated in the program. In
addition to the many public and private
schools, museums, and nature centers vis
ited in the New England area, Whales-on-
Wheels has been presented at several na
tional and regional education conferences,
the Smithsonian Institution in Washington,
D.C., the Boston Children's Museum, and
the Mariner's Museum in Newport News,
Virginia. A pilot program was also estab
lished in the San Francisco Bay area in the
spring of 1982.

Due to the success and popularity of
the Whales-on-Wheels program, we decided
to develop a whale curriculum packet that
would prepare schools for the Whales-on-
Wheels presentation and provide detailed,
up-to-date information and activity sugges
tions about whales. While this curriculum is
considered an extension of Whales-on-
Wheels, it is not limited to schools who ask
for the program, and is available to any
teacher or organization interested in whales.



FOREWORD

Whales have been a curiosity to peo
ple since the early days of our existence.
While they live in the sea along with fishes,
whales' unique behavior and distinctive
nature have puzzled scientists for centuries.
Although interest in whales has been grow
ing, especially in the last thirty years, many
questions remain unanswered. The informa
tion presented here is based on the most up-
to-date resources. Speculation and contro
versy exist in the literature, and any such
information will be noted.

As a marine educator it is my desire
to introduce and explain these remarkable
creatures to both teachers and students in
hopes of a greater understanding and ap
preciation of their importance in our oceans.
If whales are going to survive their current
exploitation and harassment by the whaling
industry, in addition to their often fatal in
teraction with the fisheries industry, it will
be as a result of the responsible actions of
informed citizens.



TEACHER BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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Yonder is the sea, great and wide, which teems with
things innumerable, living things both small and great.

There go the ships, the Leviathan which thou didst
form to sport in it.

Psalm 104:25-26
























































































































